REMARKS 


Headings have been added to the specification. 


Reference numeral 14 was deleted from page 6, line 2. 


The indicated allowability of claims 16, 18-19, 24-25, 27 and 31-32 is gratefully 


acknowledged. New independent claims 33 and 39-4 1 include the subject matter of claim 1 5 and dependent 
claims 16, 18-19 and 24, respectively. Dependent claims 34-38 are dependent from claim 33. Dependent 
claim 42 was made dependent from claim 41, 


claims 27, 3 1 , respectively. Dependent claims 44-46 are dependent from claim 43. Dependent claim 48 is 
dependent from claim 47. 

There being no other independent claims at issue, an expedited passage of this application 
to the Issue Branch is respectfully requested. 

Petition is hereby made for a three-month extension of the period to respond to the 
outstanding Official Action to February 6, 2005. A check in the amount of $1,020.00, as the Petition fee, 
is enclosed herewith. If there are any additional charges, or any overpayment, in connection with the filing 
of the amendment, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any such deficiency, or credit any such 
overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 1 1-1 145. 


Also, new independent claims 43, 47 include the subject matter of claim 26 and dependent 


Wherefore, a favorable action is earnestly solicited. 


Respectfully submitted, 


KIRSCHSTEIN, OTTINGER, ISRAEL & SCHIFFMILLER, P.C. 


Attorneys for Applicant(s) 
489 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 1 GO 1 7-6 1 05 
Tel: (212)697-3750 
Fax: (212)949-1690^ // 



